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The Heart of Discipleship

Week One

Introduction:

There is a great need in the world today for leadership. The church of Laodicea has
become lukewarm with no desire to live a life completely sold out to God and willing to go to
the ends of the world to see lost people saved, and yet not willing to be sold out to sin and
delve the depths of hell and all its false promises. We are good enough. We aren’t as bad as
that doped up sinner on the corner and for sure we haven’t killed anyone. Of course, we
aren’t like Mother Teresa either, willing to help those little children and live in squalor to do
it. We have our nice little house, in our nice little neighborhood, with our nice little church,
and our nice little bestie groups. Oh, we have it all, and it makes God want to puke! You see,
the heart of discipleship is the heart that Christ had for us. He was willing to give everything
for our good. He was willing to give up all those niceties because he loved a wretch like me.

Paul had this heart also. He was a murderer, a pharisee, a sold out dyed in the wool lover of
this world. Thinking that his righteousness was found in rules, laws, and customs that he had
been taught. But his encounter with Christ on the road to Emmaus, changed everything. After
this he suffered beatings, shipwreck, and years of bondage because he wanted others to
know about the love of Jesus Christ too. And he encourages us today, just as he did those
living 2000 years ago, to tell his story and to teach others the things that he taught. And this
is what discipleship is all about.

Tonight, we are going to remember what he said. We are going to apply those teachings to
our lives and hopefully, we will get this heart for others also. And justin case you miss it; | am
going to tell you a story about a man that was sold out for the love of his country, and we will
see if we can make any comparisons.

We are going to start with 2 timothy 2:2.

A) 2Timothy 2:2 - And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

1) Thisisour verse when we talk about discipleship.
a) lIttellsusto the things that we have heard about those that have
gone before us.
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i) Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah — These men in their
hearts to not defile themselves. (Daniel 1:8) They were also willing to
stand against the ruling elite in defiance to an ungodly king. (Dan. 3)

i) Elijah challenged 400 Baal preachers to bring down fire. (1 Kings 18:30-
40)

iii) Ruth — Willing to turn her back on everything she knew to follow God
and his people.

b) Ittells us to committhose things to men.

i) Psalm 12:1-2 Faithful men fail

i) Prov. 20:6 — They are hard to find

iii) Definition -
1. Firmin adherence to the truth
2. Firmly adhering to duty
3. Constantin the performance of duties or service

c) lIttells usto encourage those faithful men to others.
i) Exodus 18:20 - Jethro tells Moses to choose out men to teach others
i) Exodus 24:12 — God teaches Moses the law so he can teach others
iii) 1 Sam. 12:20-25 - Samuel teaches the nation of Israel how to serve
God
iv) Ezra 7:10 — Prepared his heart to teach Israel
V) Prov. 9:9 - Teach a just man

2) We should all remember this verse, and as such, | want you to memorize it.

B) The contextof2Tim. 2:2-2Tim 2:1-7

1) We are told to be in the grace of Jesus Christ —vs. 1
2) We are told to hardness as a good soldier—vs. 3
3) We are told not to entangle ourselves with the world —vs. 4

We are told to have fidelity in our work —vs. 5
We are told to consider what Paul says. —vs. 7

C) The story of Marine Gunnery Seargent Jimme Howard



