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The Book of Acts

Turning the World Upside Down

Memory Verse — Acts 17:6

"And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying,
These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also,;”

Background to the Book of Acts:
The Writer (v 1)

Of course, we know that the Holy Spirit if God is the author of the Book of Acts, but let’s see what we can
learn about the human instrument that was used of God to pen the Words of God.

Though the writer is not specifically mentioned by name, we can determine that it was none other than
Luke, “the beloved Physician” (Colossians 4:14). This book was written to an individual named Theophilus
whose name means “friend of God”. We can see from the opening verses of Luke’s gospel (Luke 1:1 — 4)
that The Gospel of Luke was also written to Theophilus.

Note — Theophilus was possibly a Roman official as Luke added the title “most excellent” to his name. (Acts
23:26 — “most excellent governor Felix”)

The book had to have been written by a companion of Paul as is evidenced by the many passages in the
book that are written from a first-person perspective. The words “us” and “we” are used indicating that the
writer was personally present during portions of the story. (Acts 16:10 — 17; 20:5 —21:18; 27:1 — 28:16)

Paul’s letter to Philemon, which was written during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, specifically mentions Luke
(Lucas) in verse 24)

The Time

The Book of Luke was most likely written before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD. Certainly, an event
of that magnitude would have been included in the Book had Luke heard about it. It is believed that Paul
was under house arrest in Rome around 60 — 61 AD. It is very likely that the book was written at this time.
This would be the specific period dealt with at the ending of the book. The Book of Acts spans a period of
approximately 30 years.

The wording of Acts 1:1 gives us the idea that this book picks up right where his “former treatise” (Luke)
leaves off.

The Book of Acts is a Book about:
| A Plan

God’s Great Commission was given right before the ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 16:19 — 20;
Luke 24:50 — 53; Acts 1:9 - 10). The Great Commission was given to us by the Lord, and is recorded for us in
the Gospels (Matthew 28:16 — 20; Mark 16:15 — 18; Luke 24:44 — 49; John 20:21); and also here in the Book
of Acts:

"But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." - (Acts 1:8)

This Book of Acts will give us a glimpse of these 1%t century Christians in action as they fulfilled the Great
Commission.
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1. Chapters 1-7: The Gospel to the Jews in Jerusalem

2. Chapters 8-12: The Gospel to the Samaritans in Judaea and Samaria

3. Chapters 13-28: The Gospel to the Gentiles unto the uttermost part of the earth
Il A Power

Before Jesus left the earth, He promised that He would send the Comforter — The Holy Ghost of God; and
the Holy Ghost of God would give the power (dunamis) that was needed in order to fulfill God’s Great
Commission. It is interesting to note that Jesus gave us power (authority) when He gave us the Great
Commission, and then the Holy Ghost gives us power - the boldness, strength, and ability that we need.

We see a great difference in the boldness of the apostles in this book as compared to their timidity and
faithlessness in the Gospel accounts. This difference is due to the presence and power of the Holy Ghost of
God:

"And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance." - (Acts 2:4)

"And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness." - (Acts 4:31)

"And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost." - (Acts 13:52)
]| A Progression
A There is a progression in divine gifts.

This book is a transitional book. We are coming out of the time of the Old Testament and entering into the
Church Age. We will learn that there were many transitional gifts given to these early churches. These gifts
included the gifts of tongues, prophecy, and healing. They were called “sign gifts”. 1 Corinthians 1:22 says,
“the Jews require a sign”; 1 Corinthians 14:22 says, “tongues are for a sign...to them which believe not”.

"Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall
cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away." (1 Corinthians 13:8-11)

“That which is perfect” refers to the Bible — the Canon of Scripture, which was completed when John wrote
the last book of the New Testament — Revelation.

These sign gifts transitioned out as the first century concluded.
B There is a progression in doctrine.

"And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him
unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly." - (Acts 18:26)

C There is a progression in direction.

In the beginning of the Book of Acts we see the gospel limited to the geography of Judaea, but when
persecution came along, the Christians were scattered abroad preaching the gospel wherever they went.
(Acts 8:1 —4)

By the end of the Book of Acts, the gospel has been spread throughout the known world through the
missionary efforts of Paul and others.

"Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem, and round
about unto lllyricum, | have fully preached the gospel of Christ." (Romans 15:19)

lllyricum was in the western part of the Grecian peninsula, west of Macedonia. Paul must have travelled
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there on his third journey before he revisited Corinth. Romans was written from Corinth after the gospel
being preached in Illyricum. The gospel was preached everywhere, and then after Paul was incarcerated, he
also travelled to Rome.

"And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord
Jesus, both Jews and Greeks." - (Acts 19:10)

D There is a progression in duties

Ministry will radically change during this time. Though the Jewish believers will still meet at the synagogue,
there will be a new gathering together of believers called the local church. Initially, the church at Jerusalem
was lead by the apostles, but eventually the local church will ordain pastors (called elders, overseers - Acts
14:23; Acts 20:28). There is also the introduction of deacons during this period. (Acts 6)

\Y A Passion
Galatians 5:22 says, “the fruit of the Spirit is love”. 1 Corinthians 13:8 says, “charity never faileth”.

The Gospel accounts show us the story of God’s demonstration of love through the Lord Jesus’ shed blood
on the Cross of Calvary. The Book of Acts will show us how these early church disciples of Christ
demonstrated not only their love and zeal for the Lord, but also their compassion and care for the souls of
men.

It is interesting to note that the word “love” does not appear one time in the Book of Acts, perhaps because
these early church pioneers did not talk about their love; they demonstrated it through their obedience to
the Lord and their passion for people.

\Y A Persecuted People

In this book, we see the brutal persecution of the followers of God’s Son primarily caused by the Jews, the
people who were supposed to be God’s Chosen People.

We learn about the martyrdom of Stephen, a man “full of the Holy Ghost”, and “full of faith and power”.
We learn about the death of James, and the imprisonment of Peter.

We meet a persecutor of Christians, who was miraculously converted by the Lord on the Road to Damascus.
He then became one of the world’s boldest preachers of the Gospel, but unfortunately, his preaching drew
attention to him; and the enemies of God will begin to attack him and his companions. When we leave the
book, Paul is a prisoner in Rome awaiting a hearing with Caesar.

VI A Perpetuating Story

When the Book of Acts begins, we find the disciples waiting for the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1). In Acts
2, the Holy Spirit has come and has empowered them to work in the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
The two main human characters of the Book are Peter (Chapters 2 —5; 10 — 12), and Paul (Chapters 9; 13 -
28), but we also see many others being mightily used of God, including Stephen (Chapters 6 — 7) and Philip
(Acts 8).

The abrupt ending of the Book of Acts indicates that the story hasn’t ended yet. We are living right now in
chapter 29 of this book, or perhaps in the sequel that is being recorded in Heaven.

VII A Purpose

1. To give an accurate and orderly historical account of the spread and development of
Christianity. Acts would provide a historical framework and background for the study and
understanding of the epistles of the New Testament.
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2. To give a written defense of Christianity that would correct the perception promoted by Jewish
leaders that Christianity was political, divisive, and troublesome. Luke emphasizes in a very
practical way that Christianity’s motives and methods were spiritual.

3. To unify the faith of these new churches among many diverse peoples by demonstrating the
working and leadership of the Holy Spirit in the spread and development of Christianity in
Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Facts From Acts (From VBC NT Survey Notes)
1. Actsis a book of “firsts”
1. First election of a church officer (Matthias replaces Judas Iscariot)
First sermon of the new era
First conversions
First miracle

First deacons

2
3
4
5
6. First sermons by a layman (Stephen)
7. First persecution
8. First Christian martyr (Stephen)
9. First Gentile converts

10. First apostolic martyr (James)

11. First use of the name Christian

12. First call to missionary service

13. First preaching in Europe
Acts emphasizes the importance of prayer
Acts emphasizes the work of the Holy Spirit

Acts emphasizes missions and witnessing

AN

Acts lists 24 sermons or excerpts from sermons

6. Acts gives some comparisons between Peter and Paul

Peter Paul

Ministry to the Jews Ministry to the Gentiles
First sermon (ch. 2) First sermon (ch. 13)

Lame man healed (ch. 3) Lame man healed (ch. 14)
Simon the sorcerer (ch. 8) Elymas the sorcerer (ch. 13)
Laying on of hands (ch. 8) Laying on of hands (ch. 19)
Vision of the sheet (ch. 8) Vision of a man (ch. 16)
Worshipped by man (ch. 10) Worshipped by men (ch. 14)
Tabitha raised (ch. 9) Eutychus raised (ch. 20)
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Peter imprisoned (ch. 12) Paul imprisoned (ch. 28)

7. Acts introduces us to some important facts about the Holy Spirit
a. Heisthe source of effective witness (1:8; 4:8)
b. Heis the source of miraculous power (13:9-11)
c. Heisthe source of wisdom in the church (15:28)
d. Heis the source of administrative authority (5:3; 13:2)
e. Heis the source of spiritual guidance (10:19; 16:6-10)

8. Acts is a book with no conclusion — in a sense, the book never ends; the work of the church
continues until Jesus returns

9. Acts is a book that features the prominence of people — God’s plan features people, 110 of which
are named in this book

10. Acts is a book of history

a. It provides a valuable intersection with the non-Christian history of that period, revealing 10
major Roman and Jewish dates with numerous Roman rulers

b. It contains nearly 100 historical facts that have been verified by secular sources
11. Acts is a book of value
a. Historically: it is a factually accurate account of the times

b. Doctrinally: it provides important teaching about the Messiah, the Holy Spirit, and the
resurrection

c. Biographically: it is a crowded platform of 110 characters, both Christian and non-Christian
d. Evangelistically: it provides a pattern for missions in the journeys of Paul
e. Dispensationally: it shows the crucial transition from Judaism to Christianity
f. Spiritually: it provides a vivid account of a Spirit-directed church
12. Acts is a book of growth
a. Growth of the church (2:47; 5:14; 6:7; 9:31)
b. Growth of the Word of God (12:24; 19:20)
c. Growth of faith (16:5)
13. Acts is a mathematical book
a. Addition (Acts 2:41)
b. Subtraction (Acts 5:1-10)
c. Multiplication (Acts 6:1)
d. Division (Acts 8:1)
14. Acts has many other titles
a. The Gospel of the Holy Spirit
b. The Book of Action

c. The Gospel of the Resurrection
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d. The Fifth Gospel
e. The Acts of the Holy Spirit
15. Characteristics of a New Testament Believer in the Book of Acts

Exhibited a simplicity in worship (2:42)

o L

Experienced a suffering for witness (5:42)

Exercised a searching for the wicked (8:4, 12)

o o

Expressed a stewardship for wealth (11:29)

e. Exerted a supplication in their work (12:5)

f. Exemplified a saturation in the Word (17:11)

g. Evidenced a separation from the world (19:19)
16. Important people in the life of Paul

a. Stephen and his praying

b. Ananias and his forgiving

c. Barnabas and his encouraging

d. Luke and his ministering

e. Timothy and his trustworthiness

17. Three notable murders in Israel’s history that mark her rejection of God’s will

a. John the Baptist (rejection of God the Father)
b. Jesus Christ (rejection of God the Son)
c. Stephen (rejection of God the Spirit)
18. Three divisions of the Book of Acts
a. Chapters 1-7: Period of Testing
b. Chapters 8-12: Period of Transition
1. Center of Christian activity moves from Jerusalem to Antioch
2. Message goes from the Jews to the Samaritans to the Gentiles
3. Leadership goes from Peter to Paul
4. Gospel of the Kingdom is replaced by the Gospel of Grace
c. Chapters 13-28: Period of Triumph
19. The Gospel to All the World
a. Conversion of the Ethiopian (from Ham — ch. 8)
b. Conversion of Saul (from Shem —ch. 9)

c. Conversion of Cornelius (from Japheth —ch. 10)
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