Wednesday Evening Bible Study

January 14th, 2025

Series: The Life and Writings of the Apostle Paul

The Pastoral Epistles

Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy

“Last Days Dangers: Living Faithfully in Perilous Times”
Text — 2 Timothy 3:1—9

Introduction

"1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2 For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses,
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning,
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate
concerning the faith. 9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest
unto all men, as theirs also was." (2Ti 3:1—9)

Introduction

In chapter two, Paul’s admonishment to Timothy was to stay strong and remain focused
on the ministry that God had given him in Ephesus, especially considering that there were
some people there who were trying to draw him in and distract him through endless
debates. Now in chapter 3 he shifts to a prophetic warning: difficult days are coming—
not just for Timothy in Ephesus, but for the church throughout the last days. Though
addressed to one young pastor, the Spirit makes this applicable to every believer facing
similar pressures today. This chapter especially is very appropriate for believers who are
living in these perilous last days.

l. Paul’s Prediction: Perilous Times are Coming (v. 1)
"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come." (2Ti 3:1)

Paul commands Timothy to “know” this with certainty—it is revealed truth, not
speculation.

e “lLast days” - When we hear the phrase, “last days,” our minds imagine the time
that Christ returns for His Bride, but it actually refers to the entire New Testament
period from Pentecost to Christ’s return (Acts 2:17; Heb. 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:18—20; 2
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Pet. 3:3—4; 1 John 2:18), with increasing intensity as the age progresses (Matt.
24:4—12)

"17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:" (Act 2:17)

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, 2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;" (Heb 1:1—2)

"18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times

foryou," (1 Pet 1:18—20)

"3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, 4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." (2Pet 3:3—4)

"Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even
now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time." (1 John 2:18)

Jesus spoke to the disciples about the events leading up to His return. The intensity
increases as the time draws nearer:

"4 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive you. 5 For
many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. 6 And ye shall
hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must
come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers

places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then shall they deliver you up to be

afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's sake. 10 And

then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 11

And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12 And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold." (Matt 24:4—12)

Thus, we have been in the “last days” since the first coming of Christ and the outpouring
of the Spirit, though the characteristics Paul describes intensify as the return of Christ
draws nearer.

e “Perilous” (Greek yaAemot from yaAenoc - chalepos) = fierce, dangerous, hard to
bear—same word used to describe the violent demoniacs in Matthew 8:28:
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"28 And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there
met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce (xaAemoc —
chalepos), so that no man might pass by that way." (Matt 8:28)

e These are spiritually treacherous times that will infiltrate the churches and greatly
impact the lives of believers.

Application: We should not be surprised by moral and spiritual decline; instead, expect it
and stand firm.

Il. Characteristics of the People in the Last Days (vv. 2—5)
A. Selfish and Sinful Traits (vv. 2—4)

"2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,

disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers,

false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady,
highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God," (2 Tim 3:2—4)

In this passage, there are eighteen vices that form a devastating portrait of unchecked
selfishness.

Notice the bookends of misplaced love: this section begins with “lovers of their own
selves” (root of all) and ends with “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God” (ultimate
replacement of true worship).

Clusters to note:
. Self-exaltation: covetous, boasters, proud, highminded.

. Hostility toward others: blasphemers, false accusers (slanderers), fierce, traitors,
despisers of good.

« Broken relationships: disobedient to parents, unthankful, without natural affection
(lack of normal family love, including homosexuality or any inversion of natural
family bonds - abortion, child neglect or abuse, elder abuse, etc.), trucebreakers.

« Lack of restraint: incontinent (no self-control), heady (reckless).

These verses parallel Romans 1:29-31, which paint the picture of a completely carnal
society under God’s judgment.

Discussion: Which of these traits are most evident in our culture? Have they affected our
churches?

B. They are Religious but Not Real (v. 5)
"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away." (2 Tim
3:5)
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« “Form” = outward appearance
« “Power” = life-transforming reality of the Holy Spirit.

These are not blatant pagans but professing Christians who honor God with lips while
hearts remain unchanged (cf. Isa. 29:13; Matt. 15:8; Titus 1:16).

"13 Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their
fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:" (Isa 29:13)

"8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips;
but their heart is far from me." (Matt 15:8)

"16 They profess that they know God, but in works they deny him, being abominable, and
disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.” (Titus 1:16)

Paul gives clear and emphatic instructions to Timothy regarding these folks: “from such
turn away” — avoid close fellowship, partnership, or influence.

Application: Let’s examine our own faith—is it genuine power or mere external religion?
We need to be discerning about teachers and influences.

lll.  Their Tactics and Targets (vv. 6—8)

"For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth. 8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the
truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith." (2 Tim 3:6—8)

Let’s examine the tactics that are characteristic of these folks: sneaky infiltration (“creep
into houses”) rather than bold proclamation.

lllustrate — Theological liberals do not build anything, they suck the life out something
that was already built by a Spirit-filled and theologically conservative church planter.

They target the spiritually vulnerable—“silly women” (gullible, immature; applies to
anyone easily swayed) burdened by guilt and driven by various desires.

lllustration — The job of ministers is to build up their church members spiritually so that
they will not be easily swayed by false doctrine. Paul previously wrote to Timothy’s
church — Ephesus explaining this:

"11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets, and some, evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
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doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of
the body unto the edifying of itself in love." (Eph 4:11—16)

The spiritually weak become victims of a tragic cycle: “ever learning” (restless pursuit of
new teaching) yet “never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

Paul then illustrates this with a historical parallel: Jannes and Jambres (traditional names
of Pharaoh’s magicians, Exod. 7—8) who counterfeited miracles but ultimately failed.

The false teachers in the last days are like Jannes and Jambres — they “resist the truth”
with corrupt minds and are “reprobate” (ddokipotl from adokLpoc - adokimos — meaning
failing the test) regarding the faith.

Application: Beware of private, secretive influence; test everything against Scripture.
IV.  Their End (v. 9)

"9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs
also was." (2 Tim 3:9)

God sovereignly limits their success—their influence will not advance indefinitely.

Their “folly” (absurdity and emptiness) will be exposed publicly, just as the magicians’
counterfeit power collapsed (Exod. 8:18-19; 9:11).

"18 And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could
not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast. 19 Then the magicians said unto
Pharaoh, This is the finger of God: and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he hearkened
not unto them; as the LORD had said." (Exod 8:18—19)

"And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was
upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians.” (Exod 9:11)

Ultimate encouragement: truth triumphs; error is temporary.

Application: Trust God’s timing; stay faithful—He will vindicate His Word and expose
deception and error.

Conclusion

In these perilous times, Paul warns us not to be unaware, but he also gives hope: false
teaching will be exposed, and God’s truth endures. Next week we’ll see the positive
counterpart—how to stand firm through Scripture and genuine faith (vv. 10-17). Tonight,
let’s pray for discernment and commit to pursuing real godliness with power.



