Wednesday Evening Bible Study

February 4th, 2026

Series: The Life and Writings of the Apostle Paul
The Pastoral Epistles

Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy

Intro to Chapter Four - “Paul’s Charge to Timothy”
Text —2 Timothy 4:1- 8

"1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time

will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure
afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For | am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 | have fought a good fight,
| have finished my course, | have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." (2 Tim 4:1-8)

Introduction

Paul's word to Timothy was clear from chapter three: You've seen it lived out in me; you've
been grounded in it from childhood—continue, hold fast, abide in these things. The Lord
who rescued me will rescue you; the Word that equipped me will equip you.

But notice how Paul doesn't end there. He doesn't leave Timothy merely equipped and
waiting passively. Right at the start of chapter 4, he turns to a solemn, urgent charge:

“I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word...” (2 Tim 4:1-2).

That little word 'therefore' is massive. Because of everything we've studied in chapter 3—
the perilous times, the faithful deliverance, the equipping power of Scripture—therefore
Timothy (and we) must act with utmost seriousness. Paul invokes God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ as witnesses, reminds us of the coming judgment and the appearing of
Christ's kingdom, and then issues the core command: Preach the word— “..be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”

Why such intensity? Because Paul knows the times are perilous and would only get worse,
and he knows his own time on earth is short. This is no ordinary instruction—it's a final,
deathbed-like commission from a man who sees the finish line approaching.



Tonight, we'll unpack this charge in full: What does it mean to preach the word when
people won't endure sound doctrine? How do we respond when ears itch for fables instead
of truth? And how does Paul's own triumphant testimony in verses 6-8—"/ have fought
the good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith”—give us courage to do the
same?

l. The Solemn Charge — The Divine Commission (vv. 1-2)

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine."

This is authoritative, courtroom-like summons—God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
stand as witnesses. The command is clear and urgent: Preach the word! Always be ready
and urgent—in convenient seasons and inconvenient ones. Reprove error, rebuke sin,
exhort to righteousness, always with patience and sound doctrine. The weight comes from
eternal accountability and the certainty of Christ's appearing and kingdom. This is no
ordinary instruction—it's a deathbed-like commission from a man nearing the finish line.

Paul referred to Christ’s appearing in his letter to Titus:

"Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ;" (Titus 2:13)

Il.  The Reason / The Coming Crisis (vv. 3—4)

"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."

Paul's intensity makes sense here. The drift isn't future speculation—it's already underway
and will intensify. People will reject sound teaching for self-pleasing messages, gathering
teachers who scratch their itching ears and lead them into myths and fables. Truth
becomes optional; comfort becomes king. This prophetic warning explains why the charge
in vv. 1-2 is so forceful—the gospel must be proclaimed faithfully amid growing resistance.

Paul had already warned Timothy about listening to and debating with people who are
doctrinally useless (see 1 Timothy 1:3-4; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:16-18).
Peter warned about false teachers as well:
"1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord

that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow
their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And
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through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not." (2 Pet
2:1-3)
Even back in the Old Testament, Isaiah talked about this:

"9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the
LORD: 10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 11 Get you out of the way, turn
aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us." (Isa 30:9-11)

lll.  Paul’s Personal Exhortation to Timothy — Four Imperatives (v. 5)

"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full
proof of thy ministry."

"But thou"—a sharp, personal contrast to the drifting crowd. Timothy (and every faithful
servant) must respond differently:

« Watch / be sober in all things (stay alert, clear-headed).

. Endure afflictions / suffer hardship (don't quit when it hurts).

« Do the work of an evangelist (proclaim the gospel actively).

« Make full proof of thy ministry (fulfill it completely, bring it to full maturity).

Vigilant, sacrificial, evangelistic, and thorough—this is the opposite of compromise. When
others turn to fables, you press on with steadfastness.

IV.  Paul's Own Example and Triumphant Testimony (vv. 6-8)

“For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought
a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

Paul shifts to first person—he doesn't just command; he models. Facing execution:

« V. 6:"For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand."
Sacrificial imagery (poured out like a drink offering in worship) and peaceful release
(departure as unmooring a ship or breaking camp—death as gain, to be with Christ).

Paul used similar language to the Philippians regarding being “offered:”

"Yea, and if | be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, | joy, and rejoice with
you all." (Phil 2:17)



Here in 2 Timothy, he was about to be physically offered. We know from history that Paul
was martyred — beheaded by Nero.

« V. 7: "l have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith."
Looking back: battled opposition, run the race that God had given him without
quitting, and guarded the truth that was entrusted to him. This was not self-boast,
but humble gratitude for God's grace enabling faithfulness.

Paul wrote to Timothy in his previous letter about be willing to fight:

"Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession before many witnesses." (1 Tim 6:12)

Jude wrote about the need to fight for the faith:

"3 Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the
faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ." (Jude 1:3—4)

Paul was always pressing forward in his ministry responsibilities. He wrote to the
Philippians:

"12 Not as though | had already attained, either were already perfect: but | follow after, if
that I may apprehend that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, |
count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 | press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." (Phil 3:12—-14)

Are you moving forward in your faith, or are you content to stay where you are?

« Vv.8:"Henceforth there s laid up for me a crown of righteousness..." Looking forward:
reward from the righteous Judge—not just for Paul, but for all who love Christ's
appearing and live in eager anticipation of His return.

Notice that Paul said there was crown (reward) waiting for him.

Rewards in the Bible are often referred to as crowns. The Bible speaks specifically of five
“crowns” that are awarded to faithful believers:

1. Striver’s Crown / Incorruptible Crown (I Corinthians 9:24, 25)

"Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that
ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now
they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.” (1 Corinthians 9:24-25)
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2. Soulwinner’'s Crown / Crown of Rejoicing (I Thessalonians 2:19; Il
Corinthians 1:14; Philippians 4:1; Luke 15:7, 10)

"For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?" (1 Thessalonians 2:19)
3. Soldier’s Crown / Crown of Righteousness (Il Timothy 4:6-8)

"For | am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. | have fought
a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:
and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing." (2 Timothy 4:6-8)

4. Sufferer’s Crown / Crown of Life (James. 1:12; Revelation 2:10)

"Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him." (James 1:12)

5. Shepherd’s Crown / Crown of Glory (I Peter 5:4)

We sometimes refer to this as the Pastor’s Crown. Peter states that these faithful elders
would be handsomely rewarded by the Lord for any suffering or sacrifice that they are
called upon to endure here on the earth.

Almost everything that people get so focused on while here on the earth is merely
temporary. But Heaven is eternal. Those rewards that the Lord gives us are eternal. Nobody
can take them from us; The government cannot take them from us; they are tax free.

| am sure Paul received more than one of these, but here in 2 Timothy, he mentions the
crown of righteousness.

Paul's testimony validates the charge: If he can face death with joy and confidence in
reward, then enduring hardship to preach the word isn't futile—it's the path to victory.

Conclusion

Paul's charge isn't burdensome—it's empowering. In perilous times when truth is traded
for fables, we are called to preach the word urgently, stay sober and sacrificial, fulfill our
ministry fully, and receive courage from Paul's example. The crown awaits not the perfect,
but the faithful—who fight the good fight, finish the course, and keep the faith, all while
loving Christ's appearing.
Application tonight:

« Are we preaching/ sharing the word faithfully, in season and out?

« How do we respond when culture prefers "itching ears" messages?



« What would it look like in your life to "fight the good fight" and long for His
appearing?

May Paul's charge and testimony stir us to faithfulness until we too can say, "l have finished
my course."



