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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
March 27, 2019 
The Gospel of Luke 
Raising the Widow’s Son and Questions from John the Baptist 
Topics – Luke 7; Ministry in Nain; Confusion of John the Baptist; Parable Regarding Pleasing People 
Text – Luke 7:11 - 35 

Introduction 

In the last lesson from Luke’s gospel, we discussed the healing of the centurion’s son. The centurion was a man 
whom the Lord said had “great faith.” He understood that Jesus could just speak and his servant would be 
healed. Jesus did not have to touch the man that needed healing; He didn’t even have to be in the same 
physical location.  

In today’s lesson, we will find out what happens the next day.  

Practical Point – Jesus was busy in ministry. He was in Capernaum one day, and Nain the next; a journey of 
about twenty miles on foot. We need to be busy for the Lord also.  

I Jesus’ Concern for a Widow and Her Son (7:11 – 17) 

Jesus leaves Capernaum where he healed the centurion’s servant, and he travels to Nain, a journey of 
approximately twenty miles (See Map).  

V. 1 – many of his disciples, and much people – People wanted to be where Jesus was. Jesus travelled twenty 
miles to Nain from Capernaum and many people followed Him. We ought to desire to be where Jesus is. Jesus 
was going to Nain, and He would likely do something awesome there. The people wanted to see it. We ought to 
desire to be wherever Jesus is and see Him do His work. That’s why we need to be in church. Jesus is there, and 
He is working. Note – some of His disciples weren’t there. I wonder why? Was it too long of a walk? Did they 
have other ministry responsibilities? Were they tired from the busy day before? They were going to miss Jesus 
doing something awesome. 

V. 2 – the Bible records that this boy that died was the only son of a widow. This is important because this 
young man was certainly needed to take care of his mother. Her husband was already dead. Jesus knew this.  

Turn to Philippians 1:19 – 26 – Paul said that it was more needful for him to remain on earth, because God was 
not finished with him yet. He still had a job to do. This young man in our story still had a job to do. 

Jesus has compassion on hurting people. He wept because the people were weeping at Lazarus’ funeral (John 
11:35). He feels our sorrows. He’s a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3). 

II John the Baptist’s Confusion (Luke 7:18 – 20) 

In v. 18, the disciples of John the Baptist had just brought news to John in the prison about what Jesus was 
doing. John had been placed in prison by Herod because he had preached against his adulterous relationship 
with Herod’s brother’s wife. In a short time, he would be put to death at the request of Herod’s wife and 
daughter. 

Anyway, John learned from his disciples that Jesus had just preached His famous Sermon on the Mount and 
Sermon on the Plain, and even more recently, He had healed a Roman centurion’s son (Luke 7:1 – 10), and had 
actually raised a man from the dead. (Luke 7:11 – 17) 

In v. 19 - 20, John sends the two disciples back to Jesus because apparently there were some things that he was 
confused about and he wants to know if there is somebody else besides Jesus who was going to come from God 
to deliver the people of Israel (and him) from the hands of the corrupt Roman government. John was in prison. 
Things were going exactly as he envisioned them. In his discouragement, his faith in the Lord had faltered a bit.  
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Note – it is natural for us to doubt the Lord when we are discouraged. That is why it is so important to come to 
God, to the Bible, and to the Church when we get discouraged so that our faith can be strengthened. 

III The Confirmation for John (vs. 21 – 22) 

Jesus confirms to the disciples of John that He is doing exactly what He is supposed to be doing, and exactly 
what the Old Testament prophesied that He would do. 

"And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, 
and out of darkness. The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in 

the Holy One of Israel." (Isaiah 29:18-19) 

"Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even 
God with a recompence; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in 

the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert." (Isaiah 35:4-6) 

"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our 

God; to comfort all that mourn;" (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

Perhaps John was confused because Isaiah promised that the Lord would open the doors of the prison, and he 
had not yet been released. Jesus would soon release John from prison, but probably not in the way that John 
had imagined. 

IV The Correction of John (v. 23) 

Notice that Jesus sends back to John a subtle warning. Don’t be offended if God doesn’t do things exactly the 
way you think He ought to do them. Jesus was doing exactly what the Bible said He would do, but He wasn’t 
doing exactly what Joh thought He should be doing. Be careful. God has a big plan, involving billions of people in 
a big world. He knows what He is doing. He is going to fix the mess that we have made of this world because of 
our sin. But don’t be offended if His plans and purposes don’t conform to your pleasures. 

V The Commendation of John (vs. 24 – 30) 

Privately, Jesus tells his disciples that John the Baptist was the greatest of all of God’s prophets. But he also tells 
them that John was very unique in what he was called to do, and very different from others in the Kingdom that 
God had also greatly used. 

VI The Conclusion with a Parable (vs. 31 – 35) 

Jesus concludes the discussion of John with this Parable of the Children on the Marketplace who were expected 
to conform to the wishes of the people around them. When the world said it was time to dance, they were 
expected to dance, and when the world said it was time to cry, they were expected to cry. 

Concluding Thoughts 

1 Don’t Conform to the World’s Expectations of You. 

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 

the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever." (1 John 2:15-17) 

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world:..." (Romans 12:1-2) 
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2 Transform into What God Expects from You. 

"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God." (Romans 12:2) 

"For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many brethren." (Romans 8:29) 

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." (1 John 3:2) 

If you and I fall in love with Jesus and learn to love and apply His Word to our lives, we will gradually change into 
what God wants us to be. We will love people and we will want to see them saved. We will love righteousness 
and hate the iniquity  that is rampant in our world. 

3 Don’t Try to Be a Carbon Copy of Other Christians 

I can’t be you and you can’t be me. God has uniquely designed His creation. There are no two trees exactly alike. 
The beauty of Creation is in its diversity and variation. And, even within the church there ought to be much 
diversity.  

 We have different personalities. 

 We have different strengths and weaknesses. 

 We have different purposes and callings. 

 We are uniquely equipped and gifted.  

"For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For 
as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on 

our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do 
it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness." (Romans 12:3-8) 
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