
November	25,	2015	
Text	–	Psalm	150	
Congregational	Reading	–	Psalm	150:1	-	6	
Prayer,	Praise,	and	Pie	Night	

Introduction	

Tonight,	we	are	going	 to	begin	 something	 that	 I	hope	will	become	a	 tradition	here	each	
year	at	the	church	on	the	Wednesday	Night	before	Thanksgiving.	We	call	it	Prayer,	Praise,	
and	Pie	Night.		

Prayer	
We	will	start	out	as	we	would	on	most	Wednesday	evenings	with	a	season	of	prayer	for	
each	other.	But	before	we	 start	praying	 I	would	 like	 to	 read	a	passage	of	 Scripture	 that	
speaks	about	prayers	being	offered	up	by	God’s	people	at	God’s	House,	which	at	this	time	
was	the	Old	Testament	Temple.	In	fact,	the	prayer	that	we	are	about	to	read	was	prayed	at	
the	dedication	of	Solomon’s	Temple.	

Turn	to	2	Chronicles	6:12	-	42	

"Now	when	Solomon	had	made	an	end	of	praying,	the	fire	came	down	from	heaven,	and	
consumed	the	burnt	offering	and	the	sacrifices;	and	the	glory	of	the	LORD	filled	the	house."	

(2	Chronicles	7:1)	

This	church	building	is	not	the	“House	of	God”	in	the	same	way	the	Temple	was,	but	it	is	
the	place	where	God’s	people	meet	together	in	this	dispensation	of	grace.	God	answers	the	
prayers	of	His	people.	

"Confess	your	faults	one	to	another,	and	pray	one	for	another,	that	ye	may	be	healed.	The	
effectual	fervent	prayer	of	a	righteous	man	availeth	much."	(James	5:16)	

Take	Prayer	Requests	and	Pray	

Praise	
"Praise	ye	the	LORD:	for	it	is	good	to	sing	praises	unto	our	God;	for	it	is	pleasant;	and	praise	

is	comely."	(Psalm	147:1)	

Read	Psalm	150:1	–	6	

I	 Explanations	for	Praise	

	 A	 Thanksgiving	-	We	thank	God	for	what	He	has	done	

He	has	created	all	things.	

	 He	has	redeemed	my	soul	from	Hell.	



	 He	has	provided	a	roof	over	my	head	and	given	food	for	my	family	to	eat.	

	 He	has	answer	my	prayer.	

	 He	feeds	me.	

	 He	has	given	me	a	wonderful	family:	a	wife,	children,	grand-children.	

	 He	has	given	me	a	church	to	serve	in,	and	people	to	serve.	

	 He	has	given	me	friends	that	love	me.	

	 Etc.	

"By	him	therefore	let	us	offer	the	sacrifice	of	praise	to	God	continually,	that	is,	the	fruit	of	our	
lips	giving	thanks	to	his	name."	(Hebrews	13:15)	

	 B	 Praise	-	We	praise	God	publically	for	what	He	has	done	

The	Bible	 is	 filled	with	praise	 for	God.	The	word	praise	 is	used	160	 times	 in	 the	psalms	
alone.	

Means	–	to	shine;	to	celebrate;	to	boast;	to	brag	about	Jesus.	

In	 a	 general	 sense,	 praise	 is	 speaking	 favorably	 about	 the	 Lord,	 magnifying	 Him	 and	
making	 Him	 look	 good	 to	 the	 people	 around	 us.	 In	 a	 more	 specific	 way,	 praise	 is	 an	
expression	 of	 glorification	 and	 honor	 for	 something	 that	 God	 has	 done.	 	 The	 difference	
between	thanksgiving	and	praise	is	that	thanksgiving	is	expressed	to	God,	while	praise	is	
expressed	to	others	about	God.	

"I	will	declare	thy	name	unto	my	brethren:	in	the	midst	of	the	congregation	will	I	praise	thee.	
Ye	that	fear	the	LORD,	praise	him;	all	ye	the	seed	of	Jacob,	glorify	him;	and	fear	him,	all	ye	the	
seed	of	Israel.	For	he	hath	not	despised	nor	abhorred	the	affliction	of	the	afflicted;	neither	
hath	he	hid	his	face	from	him;	but	when	he	cried	unto	him,	he	heard.	My	praise	shall	be	of	

thee	in	the	great	congregation:	I	will	pay	my	vows	before	them	that	fear	him."	(Psalm	22:22-
25)	

	 C	 Worship	-	We	worship	God	for	who	He	is	

"O	come,	let	us	worship	and	bow	down:	let	us	kneel	before	the	LORD	our	maker.	For	he	is	our	
God;	and	we	are	the	people	of	his	pasture,	and	the	sheep	of	his	hand.	To	day	if	ye	will	hear	his	

voice,"	(Psalm	95:6-7)	

He	is	Love	

	 He	is	merciful	

	 He	extends	grace	

	 He	is	Omniscient	



	 He	is	Omnipresent	

	 He	is	Omnipotent	

	 He	is	Holy	and	Just	

	 He	is	Infinite	

	 He	is	Immutable	

"Give	unto	the	LORD	the	glory	due	unto	his	name:	bring	an	offering,	and	come	before	him:	
worship	the	LORD	in	the	beauty	of	holiness."	(1	Chronicles	16:29)	

God	is	Awesome.	He	alone	is	worthy	of	our	worship.	

II	 Expressions	of	Praise	

	 A	 Singing	

"Make	a	joyful	noise	unto	the	LORD,	all	ye	lands.	Serve	the	LORD	with	gladness:	come	before	
his	presence	with	singing.	Know	ye	that	the	LORD	he	is	God:	it	is	he	that	hath	made	us,	and	
not	we	ourselves;	we	are	his	people,	and	the	sheep	of	his	pasture.	Enter	into	his	gates	with	
thanksgiving,	and	into	his	courts	with	praise:	be	thankful	unto	him,	and	bless	his	name.	For	
the	LORD	is	good;	his	mercy	is	everlasting;	and	his	truth	endureth	to	all	generations."	(Psalm	

100:1-5)	

"Sing	unto	the	LORD,	all	the	earth;	shew	forth	from	day	to	day	his	salvation."	(1	Chronicles	
16:23)	

"I	will	sing	unto	the	LORD,	because	he	hath	dealt	bountifully	with	me."	(Psalm	13:6)	

"Sing	unto	the	LORD,	O	ye	saints	of	his,	and	give	thanks	at	the	remembrance	of	his	holiness."	
(Psalm	30:4)	

"O	come,	let	us	sing	unto	the	LORD:	let	us	make	a	joyful	noise	to	the	rock	of	our	salvation."	
(Psalm	95:1)	

"O	sing	unto	the	LORD	a	new	song:	sing	unto	the	LORD,	all	the	earth.	Sing	unto	the	LORD,	
bless	his	name;	shew	forth	his	salvation	from	day	to	day."	(Psalm	96:1-2)	

"O	sing	unto	the	LORD	a	new	song;	for	he	hath	done	marvellous	things:	his	right	hand,	and	
his	holy	arm,	hath	gotten	him	the	victory."	(Psalm	98:1)	

"I	will	sing	unto	the	LORD	as	long	as	I	live:	I	will	sing	praise	to	my	God	while	I	have	my	
being."	(Psalm	104:33)	

"Sing	unto	the	LORD	with	thanksgiving;	sing	praise	upon	the	harp	unto	our	God:"	(Psalm	
147:7)	

"Praise	ye	the	LORD.	Sing	unto	the	LORD	a	new	song,	and	his	praise	in	the	congregation	of	



saints."	(Psalm	149:1)	

"Sing	unto	the	LORD;	for	he	hath	done	excellent	things:	this	is	known	in	all	the	earth."	(Isaiah	
12:5)	

	 B	 Statements	

In	a	public	setting,	this	is	what	we	call	testimonies.	They	are	public	expressions	of	specific	
praises	 to	 God.	 They	 should	 be	 Christ-centered,	 not	 about	 us.	 Generally	 speaking,	 they	
should	be	brief.		

	 C	 Surrendered	Life	

One	of	the	best	ways	for	us	to	express	our	praise	to	God	is	to	live	our	lives	surrendered	to	
His	will	and	obedient	to	His	word.	

Conclusion	

Jersey	 Shore	 Baptist	 Church	 needs	 to	 get	 back	 to	 the	 basics	 of	 praising,	 thanking,	 and	
worshipping	 God.	 We	 need	 to	 praise	 Him	 through	 our	 singing,	 through	 lives	 our	
testimonies,	and	through	our	lives.		

John	Wesley	was	about	21	years	of	age	when	he	went	to	Oxford	University.	He	came	
from	a	Christian	home,	and	he	was	gifted	with	a	keen	mind	and	good	looks.	Yet	 in	
those	 days	 he	 was	 a	 bit	 snobbish	 and	 sarcastic.	 One	 night,	 however,	 something	
happened	 that	 set	 in	 motion	 a	 change	 in	 Wesley's	 heart.	 While	 speaking	 with	 a	
porter,	 he	 discovered	 that	 the	 poor	 fellow	 had	 only	 one	 coat	 and	 lived	 in	 such	
impoverished	 conditions	 that	 he	 didn't	 even	have	 a	 bed.	 Yet	 he	was	 an	 unusually	
happy	person,	 filled	with	 gratitude	 to	God.	Wesley,	 being	 immature,	 thoughtlessly	
joked	about	the	man's	misfortunes.	"And	what	else	do	you	thank	God	for?"	he	said	
with	a	 touch	of	 sarcasm.		The	porter	 smiled,	 and	 in	 the	 spirit	of	meekness	 replied	
with	joy,	"I	thank	Him	that	He	has	given	me	my	life	and	being,	a	heart	to	love	Him,	
and	 above	 all	 a	 constant	 desire	 to	 serve	Him!"	 Deeply	moved,	Wesley	 recognized	
that	this	man	knew	the	meaning	of	true	thankfulness.		

Many	years	later,	in	1791,	John	Wesley	lay	on	his	deathbed	at	the	age	of	88.	Those	
who	gathered	around	him	realized	how	well	he	had	 learned	the	 lesson	of	praising	
God	 in	 every	 circumstance.	Despite	Wesley's	 extreme	weakness,	 he	 began	 singing	
the	hymn,	"I'll	Praise	My	Maker	While	I've	Breath."		

Praise	Time	–	I	Praise	the	Lord	for_______________	

And	now	for	the	part	our	flesh	may	enjoy	the	most	-	

PIE	


